
West Contra Costa Unified School District  

Governance Committee 
Zoom Video Conference 

 

November 9, 2020 

Minutes 
 
 

I. Opening Procedures 
 

A. Roll Call and Introductions 
Chairperson Stephanie Hernández-Jarvis called the meeting to order at 5:31 PM. 

 
Committee Members Present:  Stephanie Hernández-Jarvis, Tom Panas 
 
Staff:  Matthew Duffy, Superintendent; Debbie Haynie, Executive Secretary; Robert Jordan, 
Communications Manager, Roxanna Molina, Translator; Reyna Ortiz De Touriel, Translator 
 

B. Approval of Agenda 
Mr. Panas motioned approval of the agenda.  Chairperson Hernández-Jarvis seconded.  
Motion to approve was carried.   
 

C. Approval of Minutes:  October 15, 2020 
Mr. Panas motioned to approve the Minutes from the October 15, 2020 meeting.  
Chairperson Hernández-Jarvis seconded.  Motion to approved was carried. 
 

D. Public Comment 
None 
 

II. Discussion Items 
 
A. Mascot Naming Draft Policy 

Superintendent Duffy provided information from last monthõs meeting noting the 
separation of this policy from the facilities naming policy.  He spoke about concern 
regarding costs associated with changing a schoolõ s mascot and suggested memorializing 
the related costs prior to Board approval.  He also recommended review of language 
regarding the school principalõs appointment of a naming committee, and whether the 
board should authorize the initial exploration prior to any significant investment or 
commitment by the school.   
 
Public Comment: 
None 
 

 Discussion:   
Mr. Panas began the discussion regarding whether a school would be able to bear the costs 
of factors involved in renaming and whether initial consideration by the board might be 
appropriate.  He continued to speak about names of fictional characters that schools might 
consider and appropriateness.   
 
Chairperson Hernández-Jarvis said it made sense to identify the financial impact and 
whether a school could bear the cost, inclusion of funders, and noticing the board regarding 
funding sources.   
 
Superintendent Duffy will bring the policy back to the next meeting for action including 
points about board interaction, fictional characters and some language regarding animals.   
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V. Adjournment 
Chairperson Hernández-Jarvis adjourned the meeting at 7:12 PM. 


